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The One Billion Rising
Campaign 2018

By the International and National Secretariat

Globally, we are coming into a time
defined by a fierce escalation of fascist,
imperialist and neo-liberal attacks on the
lives of people around the world. Hate
politics, increased state repression,
militarization and a large scale of internal
and territorial displacement is the order
of the day and lends to other forms of
violence.

The magnitude of women’s oppression
and suffering continues to generate
creative and political resistance in the
One Billion Rising campaign like we
have never seen before. This year OBR is
seeing a new, dynamic and radical
vibrancy that is opposing and rising
against such repression and oppression.

The current political regime that we are
living in India is not different in any way
from the global political and economic
crisis. The current situation in our
country can only be described as one of
the darkest periods in our independent
Indian democracy.
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As the 2018 OBR is being launched,
we decide to make the primary focus
this month’s newsletter a sharing of
national and regional events that are
already going on, even though they
are not OBR events.

The political situation we are
watching unfold is dangerous, and it
isimportant that we join in and
solidarize with ongoing struggles
and campaigns across the country.
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*NO MATTER WHETHER IT'S FEEBLE OR NOT

TheQuint.com

The Delhi high court made a regressive decision |
when director Mahmood Farooqui was acquitted in a
rape case against him by a foreign researcher, based
on the judgment of a feeble NO from the woman.

Girls of Benares Hindu University
(BHU) have been protesting and
organizing a Liberty Festival after
incidents of sexual harassment that
were ignored by the Vice Chancellor.

Girl students in Kolhapur Maharashtra have been
protesting thousands of incidents of sexual
harassment on MSRTC buses. They have been
filing cases against bus staff and other boys, and
demanding a separate bus for girls.

Three employees of Balika Ashram, a
government orphanage, in Chamba district, 24 year old Hadiya was denied the autonomous
Himachal were arrested for sexually decision to get married following the Kerala
abusing and harassing six minor girls. High Court’s nullification of her marriage. The
. . L court’s decision mirrors many Hindu-right wing
OBR friends in Chamba district are claims of Love Jihad. Recently, the Kerala
planning a survey to check the Women’s Commission reported that Hadiya is
implementation and running of sexual living under extreme torture in her family
harassment committees in schools. house.
Other campaigns...
#1 Am Gauri- Following the murder of veteran
journalist Gauri Lankesh on Sept. 5",
thousands of people have taken a stand
against hate politics and violence against
women and a stand for rationalism ) . )
=3 r #Me Too- This campaign started by veteran academia, there has been a debate between some
feminist Tarana Burke from the US has sparked ~ who feel that "due process” should be followed and
many debates in India. At the first level it others who state that we cannot wait for the

>4 am AlsO created a solidarity network system given
Gﬂ“‘“ ] of women who have survived the
?@6 sexval harassment. This led corruption
" to the subsequent #I Pledge that exists.

where men joined in. Yet

#Not in My Name- This campaign began after the killin
y paign began of J many feel that it is not

of 15 year old Junaid Khan on a train, bringing together

Indians who do not stand for hate politics, the killing of enough to solidarize amongst
innocent people especially Muslims, Dalits, Adivasis, survivors but it is necessary to
LGBTQ community, women and many more #Name and Shame the
perpetrators. After senior

Dalit lawyer Raya Sarkar
released a list of sexual assaulters in Indian



OUR CONSTITUTION

Anti-Rape Law

Supreme Court verdict...

declared that sexual intercourse by a man with

his wife, who is below 18 years of age, is
rape. With this judgment the SC ended a
decade old disparity of laws that protected
unmarried but not married girl children.

Prevention of Witch Hunting...
Various local groups have been working in Bhilwara and
Ajmer regions of Rajasthan to fight Witch Hunting of
Dalit women. This work is now strengthened due to
recent sting operation on witch hunters, the undying
courage of Dalit women to speak out and the 2015 law
for the Prevention of Witch Hunting.

OBR CAMPAIGN 2017

Of the events were collaborative. Can we raise the bar
this time around?

Of the events were in Urban areas. How can we rise this
year in solidarity with rural struggles?

obrindia@gmail.com,
abhabhaiya@gmail.com,
aditi.pinto@gmail.com
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AGAY

NSTHATE, AVOICE OF LOVE

Jagori Rural launched
OBR 2018 on the 22"
of October with
Karvan-E-Mohabbat,
walking in a caravan
from village to village
to spread the message
of love in the face of
hate politics.

Action Plans for 2018 RISING

The Red Brigade, Lucknow is wrapping
up the ‘100 schools 100 day’s program,
which included self-defence classes and
an introduction to 100 women leaders.
For this year's rising, they are planning a
gathering of 10,000 girls and self-
defense displays.

Development Action Society, Kolkata
is planning to work with local SHGs to
identify shortcomings in govt. schemes,
present their demands to the
Corporation Officer on 14" February
2017 and hold a larger forum of women'’s
demands.

The Rajasthan Women'’s Network is
launching its OBR campaign on the 25th
of November- the UN day of elimination
of violence against women.

Peace, Justice

n Rights and Democracy

November 30

NAWO-Odisha is launching with a
creative rising on 25th November along
with Maya Rao.

Ekta-Madurai is planning to launch on
South Asian Women'’s Day- 30th
November.

SRED- Chennai is planning a rising in
collaboration with Tamil Nadu Women'’s
Forum and Tamil Nadu Dalit Women'’s
Movement to fight for the most
marginalized women and to demand

Given state elections in December, the
national OBR secretariat has proposed
to the OBR network to carry out
a women's convention to put forward
the charter of demands to political
parties based on the Woman's Charter
developed through the OBR campaign
last year.
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This year our RISINGS
will be even more
creative, collaborative
and political.
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Collaborative:

Collaborative risings are the most effective way to mobilise a large
number of people. As a first step, we must organize a state level

planning meeting of as many people and organizations. Next, let the
national secretariat know about the date of the state level
preparatory meetings, the plan of action and the date of the

event/ or series of events.
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Girls protesting in
the J&K

This year's student protests in
Srinagar following the Pulwama
clash of students with security
forces took a new turn with many
women joining the struggle in the

valley. More recently, our J&K

partners have condemned the
450 cases of braid chopping

Adivasi and Dalit
school girls

Prakriti-Nagpur is rising this
year in solidarity with Adivasi and
Dalit school girls in Chandrapur
who are living in ashram schools
(hostels). The rising is to research,
advocate and fight for their
rights.

Himachal Pradesh
state planning
meeting

On the 27th of October, 25 people
representing 10 organizations from 3
districts of Himachal Pradesh met at
Jagori Rural to plan for OBR 2018.

In this meeting it was decided to work
on the following :

1) To move as a Karvan-e-
Mohabbat to various districts to
talk against hate politics.

2) To work with students of 5o
colleges and senior secondary
schools on constitutional rights
and to focus on working with
boys and young men.

3) To work along with our
experienced  friends  from
Kangra working with Dalit
women, we will escalate the
demand for women’s land
rights.

4) To carry out a survey in
Chamba district on the set-up
and implementation of sexual
harassment committees in
schools.

5) To start a social media
photography  campaign to
make friends from another
social  background  called
« Selfie nahi, Kisi aur ko jaano »

Intl.Conference
Anti-Human
trafficking

The Kolkata Mary Ward

Social Centre is organising,
outside of its OBR plans, this
conference on November 25th
and 26th 2017. Many
international, national as well as
regional participants from both
Bengal and the North east will be
moving together ‘from theory to
practice’. Subsequent to the
conference, an OBR rising in
Kolkata’'s red light district is
planned.

V-Day celebrates

20

It has been 20 years since Eve Ensler’s
play the Vagina Monologues released
to shatter boundaries. For this OBR
campaign 2018, the texts of both the
Vagina Monologues play as well as A
Memory, A Monologue, A Rant, A
Prayer will be available for those who
wish to adapt and stage the shows in
February.

Kissa Yoni Ka
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Regional & International OBR risings

Things to do in

OBR South Asia Launch in Nepal November!

On 2™ September 2017, OBR 2018 was launched in Nepal with the attendance of 10 countries. The call was made for
Aazaadi for women in South Asia and for an end to the violence caused by the brutal civil war in Nepal.

Bangladesh rises for migrant domestic workers
In a first of its kind event, a Public Hearing for migrant domestic workers will take place in Bangladesh.

Croatia rises with women factory workers
OBR in Croatia launched on the 20" of September 2017, with women workers from the textile factory in Kamensko. These
women have been on protest for fair wages, in a situation where privatization has led to the shut-down of many factories.

South Africa rising “Your Child, My Child”

This year’s campaign will rise against the killings of many women and children.

Taiwan stages the play Chidi

Taiwan will rise this year with a staging of an adaptation of the Vagina Monologues titled Chidi

Mexico rises on screen
A soap opera on the theme of human trafficking will be launched as part of the OBR 2018 campaign.

“We need people to truly try and imagine — once and for all — what it
feels like to have your body invaded, your mind splintered, and your soul
shattered. There are approximately one billion women on the planet who
have been violated. ONE BILLION WOMEN. Can we rise together? Can
we change the paradigm? Can we rebirth the culture because we know
that when women are free, safe, equal and allowed to be alive in all their
intensity the whole story will finally change?”- Eve Ensler in her piece ‘Over
it Redux’ [In the Huffington Post dated 18/10/2017]

In Solidarity!

RISINE

LTI D1
OLIDARIT




